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COVID-19-Related Labor Market Information 
Updated: June 7, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Workforce Solutions is an affiliate of the Gulf Coast Workforce Board, which manages a regional system that helps employers solve their workforce problems and residents 

build careers so both can compete in the global economy. The workforce system serves the City of Houston and the surrounding 13 Texas Gulf Coast counties including: Austin, 
Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Walker, Waller, and Wharton 
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Initial Claims for Unemployment Insurance 
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Source: Texas Workforce Commission
Note: Data shown does not include initial filings under Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA). 
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13-County Gulf Coast Region Cumulative Initial Claims for Unemployment Insurance 
March 7, 2020 to May 23, 2020 
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Source: Texas Workforce Commission
Note: Data shown does not include initial filings under Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA). 

Matagorda
2,204

13-County Region 
Total Cumulative 

Initial UI Claims: 
503,266

Oct-05
6,019

Sep-08
6,667

Sep-17
10,916

Mar-20
29,607

Apr-20
59,503

May-20
36,707

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

May-90 May-93 May-96 May-99 May-02 May-05 May-08 May-11 May-14 May-17 May-20

Gulf Coast Region  - Initial UI Claims Historical Estimates and Actual 
May 1990 to May 2020  (monthly averages)

NBER National Recession

Shale Bust

Estimated Initial Claims

TWC Reported Official Claims (4-week avg)*

Hurricane
Katrina

Hurricane Ike
Great 

Recession

Hurricane 
Harvey

*Note: Data are subject to revision and do not including filings under Pandemic Unemploymetn Assistance (PUA). 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission and author's calculations

COVID-19



4 | P a g e  

 

Continuing Claims for Unemployment Insurance 

 

WARN Notices 
(last update: 6/8/20) 
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under PUA. Data are subject to revision.
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Unique Job Ads 

 

Change in Job Ads by Occupation 
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13-County Gulf Coast Region Daily
Active Job Ads March 1st - June 7th 

2019 vs. 2020*

Active Job Postings 2020

Active Job Postings 2019

Net Change: 
-53,889

Percent Change: 
-39%

Source: EMSI

Percent Change:
-20% 

5/27 to 6/7

*Note: due to a mass expiration of job ads at the end May and the removal of active yet under-viewed ads, a -20% decline in total ads occurred across the 
week over week periods referenced above. As a result, the universal decline across all occupational families should be viewed with caution.
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Office and Administrative Support  (43)

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry  (45)

Community and Social Service  (21)

Personal Care and Service  (39)

Production  (51)

Life, Physical, and Social Science  (19)

Business and Financial Operations  (13)

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media  (27)

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical  (29)

Total, All Occupations (00)

Transportation and Material Moving  (53)

Construction and Extraction  (47)

Architecture and Engineering  (17)

Sales and Related  (41)

Management  (11)

Legal  (23)

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair  (49)

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance  (37)

Healthcare Support  (31)

Computer and Mathematical  (15)

Educational Instruction and Library  (25)

Food Preparation and Serving Related  (35)

Protective Service  (33)

Gulf Coast Week over Week % Change in No. of Job Ads by Major Occupational Family
(June, 7 2020 to May, 31 2020 over May, 30 2020 to May, 23 2020)*

Source: EMSI
*Note: due to a mass expiration of job ads at the end May and the removal of active yet under-viewed ads, a -20% decline in total ads occurred across the 
week over week periods referenced above. As a result, the universal decline across all occupational families should be viewed with caution.
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Farming, Fishing, and Forestry  (45)

Gulf Coast Week over Week Net Change in No. of Job Ads by Major Occupational Family
(June, 7 2020 to May, 31 2020 over May, 30 2020 to May, 23 2020)*

Source: EMSI
*Note: due to a mass expiration of job ads at the end May and the removal of active yet under-viewed ads, a -20% decline in total ads occurred across the 
week over week periods referenced above. As a result, the universal decline across all occupational families should be viewed with caution.
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Food Preparation and Serving Related  (35)

Healthcare Support  (31)

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry  (45)

Transportation and Material Moving  (53)

Construction and Extraction  (47)

Gulf Coast Month over Month % Change in No. of Job Ads by Major Occupational Family
(June, 7 2020 to May, 8 2020 over May, 7 2020 to April, 7 2020)

Source: EMSI
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Change in Job Ads by Sector 
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Construction and Extraction  (47)

Food Preparation and Serving Related  (35)

Sales and Related  (41)

Office and Administrative Support  (43)

Transportation and Material Moving  (53)

Gulf Coast Month over Month Net Change in No. of Job Ads by Major Occupational Family
(June, 7 2020 to May, 8 2020 over May, 7 2020 to April, 7 2020)

Source: EMSI
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Utilities (22)

Management of Companies and Enterprises (55)

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation (71)

Unclassified (99)

Public Administration (92)

Other Services (except Public Administration) (81)

Wholesale Trade (42)

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing (53)

Construction (23)

Information (51)

Accommodation and Food Services (72)

Educational Services (61)

Finance and Insurance (52)

Transportation and Warehousing (48)

Health Care and Social Assistance (62)

Manufacturing (31)

Retail Trade (44)

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services (54)

Admin. and Support and Waste Mgmt. and Remediation Services (56)

Gulf Coast Region Week over Week Count of Employers Adding or Reducing Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 31 2020 over May, 30 2020 to May, 23 2020)*

7 Days No. of Employers That Have Increased No. of Job Ads
7 Days No. of Employers with No Change in No. of Job Ads
7 Days No. of Employers That Have Decreased No. of Job Ads

Source: EMSI

Note: employer sample size per sector <= 1,000
*See footnote in other job ad charts regarding issues with recently reported 
week over week data.
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Information (51)

Other Services (except Public Administration) (81)

Educational Services (61)

Wholesale Trade (42)

Construction (23)

Finance and Insurance (52)

Accommodation and Food Services (72)

Transportation and Warehousing (48)

Manufacturing (31)

Retail Trade (44)

Health Care and Social Assistance (62)

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services (54)

Admin. and Support and Waste Mgmt. and Remediation Services (56)

Gulf Coast Region Month over Month Count of Employers Increasing or Decreasing Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 8 2020 over May, 7 2020 to April, 7 2020)

30 Days No. of Employers Increased No. of Job Ads

30 Days No. of Employers with No Change in No. of Job Ads

30 Days No. of Employers Decreased No. of Job AdsSource: EMSI
Note: employer sample size per sector <= 1,000

-46%

-37%

-26%

-22%

-20%
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-14%

-14%

-13%

-13%

-12%

-11%

-11%

-11%

-11%

-8%

-8%

-1%
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Transportation and Warehousing (48)
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Utilities (22)

Management of Companies and Enterprises (55)

Retail Trade (44)

Health Care and Social Assistance (62)

Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction (21)

Other Services (except Public Administration) (81)

All Sectors (from first 1,000 employers by # job ads regardless of…

Information (51)

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services (54)

Admin. and Support and Waste Mgmt. and Remediation Services (56)

Accommodation and Food Services (72)

Educational Services (61)

Gulf Coast Region Week over Week % Change in No. of Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 31 2020 over May, 30 2020 to May, 23 2020)*

Source: EMSI
*Note: due to a mass expiration of job ads at the end May and the removal of active yet under-viewed ads, a -20% decline in total ads occurred across the 
week over week periods referenced above. As a result, the universal decline across all occupational families should be viewed with caution.
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Gulf Coast Region Week over Week Net Change in No. of Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 31 2020 over May, 30 2020 to May, 23 2020)*

Source: EMSI
*Note: due to a mass expiration of job ads at the end May and the removal of active yet under-viewed ads, a -20% decline in total ads occurred across the 
week over week periods referenced above. As a result, the universal decline across all occupational families should be viewed with caution.
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Gulf Coast Region Month over Month % Change in No. of Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 8 2020 over May, 7 2020 to April, 7 2020)

Source: EMSI
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Unemployment Rates 
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Gulf Coast Region Month over Month Net Change in No. of Job Ads by Sector
(June, 7 2020 to May, 8 2020 over May, 7 2020 to April, 7 2020)

Source: EMSI
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Unemployment Rates: Cities 
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Unemployment Rates: Counties 
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Unemployment Rates: Houston MSA, Texas, U.S. 
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